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Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

This has been a very, difficult year for 
everyone, all of us having been isolated in one 
way or another because of the “Covid Virus”. 
The Garden Club has managed to successfully 
hold most of our talks for the year, missing only 

the April one as lockdown began in 
March. 

I wish you all a happy and healthy 
Christmas and hope we shall all 
meet again the New Year. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT THE 2020 AGM 

Because of the rules relating to Covid-19 we will 
not be having an AGM in December as is 
customary. Instead, the Chairperson’s address 
and the Treasurer’s financial statement are 
included at the end of this Newsletter. 

 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

 

DOBIES’ SEED CATALOGUE . . . . 

The Dobies’ seed catalogues have just arrived and we are trying to get them out 
to everybody as quickly as possible. If anyone doesn’t get one please Gail by email 
at jnghughes@tiscali.co.uk.  

You can also order online, at the special Club discount prices – 45% off seed 
orders and 10% off all other orders – just quote ‘Malmesbury & District Garden 

Club’ and the discount code GD1103G .  

 

 

Tasks for November/December  

 

 Plant out roses  

 Prune climbing roses  

 Cut down herbaceous plants – fork in 
bonemeal  

 Plant lilies – place sand beneath and plant at a 
45

o
 angle  

 Cut down tall bedding roses by ½ to stop wind 
rock  

 Divide herbaceous plants discarding centre  

 Spray chrysanthemums against mildew  

 Lift gladioli and dry off in frost proof place  

 Pinch out September grown sweet peas  

 Plant fruit trees  

 Spray all fruit trees with winter wash  

 Plant raspberry canes – try autumn fruiting 
Zeva 

 Clear rotting brassica leaves and other rotting 
vegetable matter  

 Dig empty veg. areas and leave rough over 
winter  

 Complete planting of all spring flowering bulbs  

 Regularly check stored bulbs and tubers  

 Place mouse bait where necessary – protect 
from domestic animals  

 Lag all outside taps or turn off where possible. 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
mailto:jnghughes@tiscali.co.uk
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

My new shrubs in the refurbished shrubbery are 
growing well (30ftx12ft). I have covered the 
entire area with forest bark to keep the weeds 
down; saying that, I have mare’s tail, some 
ground elder and bindweed, but no couch grass 
– I think most of us have one or the other. 

Reflections . . . . 

Lockdown has given me the time to pull my 
garden back to what it was many years ago.   

I have a large gravel drive and turning point 
because of the main road, enough of an area to 
park several cars. This in the past has looked like 
a lawn, not this year. Also the extra time has 
given me more time for the lawn: although 
small, it has been neglected in the past. Mid-
spring I applied some weed, feed and moss kill; 
six weeks later it had a second application. Now 
we have moved into the autumn I will be 
putting on some autumn fertilizer,  which is slow 
releasing: this should keep the lawn in good 
condition for the spring. If you have a lot of 
moss and applied lawn treatment, it would be a 
good idea to give it a good raking. You can 
remove most of the loose moss with your lawn 
mower before you apply your autumn 
treatment. Keep your lawn mower on a high 
setting, also apply the autumn treatment a 
week later. 

Most of my flowers, summer shiners, are in 
pots, 30 in all, I know a little excessive but 
because of the lime in the ground my lime 
hating-plants are in pots: pieris, azalea and 
rhododendron. One other I must mention is 
Kalmia latifolia, otherwise known as mountain 
laurel. This flowered for about six weeks and 
what a show; small round 5-petalled pale pink 
saucer-shaped flowers in clusters, so delicate. I 
have to say it’s the most beautiful evergreen 

shrub I have seen. This is a new one for me; it  
will be amazing when it’s a larger shrub.  

One other thing I am going to add to the garden 
is a herbaceous border. Every garden I worked 
in had one, some very large, some small. There 
is such a selection of herbaceous plants to 
choose from, the border will be 4m x 2m (12ft x 
6ft) with a hedge at the back facing south. More 
about this project at a later date. 

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Iberis sempervirens (evergreen candytuft):  a 
low spreading evergreen with rounded heads of 
white flowers in spring and early summer; ht 
30cm (1ft), prune after flowering; not scented. 

Pests’ paradise . . . . 

Capsid bugs: affecting many plants such as 
hydrangea, forsythia, fuchsias, dahlias, 
caryopteris and roses. Shoot tips are attacked 
from the sap sucking insect, growth is then 
misshapen with many small holes. Capsids are 
pale green and 6mm long, capsids are active 
between late spring and early summer, spray 
with bug clear when signs of damage are seen, 
most plants recover from attack. 

 

Plants to enjoy in November/December  

Viburnum  tinus,  Garrya elliptica (catkins), Iris unguicularis 
(bulb), Arbutus unedo (white flower strawberry-like fruits, 
also known as the strawberry tree), Ilex (holly berries), 
Erica carnea, Cotoneaster (berries), Galanthus (snowdrop), 
Mahonia, Pyracantha (berries). 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  
It’s a shame I have lime in the soil: there are a lot of 
plants I have to put in pots. The only fruit I have is a 
thornless blackberry, so my next fruit is going to be 
blueberries. They don’t like lime so they will be 
potted up in ericaceous soil (lime free). One bonus 
with blueberries is that in the autumn the foliage 
turns a brilliant red colour. 

 

Reflections . . . .  
Oh what a season, mostly spent in the garden. I think 
I got a little paranoid and planted my vegetables 
further apart saying that all was well. Planting 
courgettes, New Zealand spinach, La Diva cucumbers, 
gherkins and rhubarb in large pots saved me a lot of 
space. My Charlotte  potatoes were all of a good size 
(no blight). Broad beans, being the first crop from the 
garden, were OK but could have been a little more 
productive. Cabbage and green sprouting broccoli 
(calabrese) were both very good. My dwarf French 
beans variety ‘safari’ were just amazing, each bush 
producing a large number of long tender beans. 
Carrots, beetroot and spring onions all needed a 
second sowing because of poor germination, but 
new sowings turned out OK. I grew two climbing 
beans, one was climbing French purple podded, the 
other runner bean variety ‘moonlight’. I think I prefer 
the climbing French; they cropped well and took a 
long time to go stringy. Leeks grew to a reasonable 
size with good white shanks (stems): I like them 
small, wrapped in ham with a cheese sauce – oh 
dear, it must be getting near to dinner time! 

Something new I grew this year was fennel  variety 
chiarino. Germination was good, thinning was 
required and good sized bulbs were produced with 
no problems, which I used chopped up in salads for 
that extra taste. I have no room for celery, which  
also adds flavour to a salad, so I grow parsel, a leaf 
like parsley; just chop it up.  

I grew an outdoor tomato for the first time in years, 
9 plants of variety Mountain Magic f1. It is reportedly 
the most blight resistant tomato to both early and 
late blight, as well 
as being resistant to 
cracking and 
verticillum and 
fusarium wilt. 
Plants were pinched 
out at four flower 
trusses. They had 
an excellent taste, a 
good red colour and 
size, and cropped 
well. My indoor tomato varieties Sungold f1 and 
Ferline f1 also cropped well. I grew several varieties 
of cut-and-come-again salad, including: lettuce  
variety Navara; mixed salad bowl; lettuce variety 
Mazur; lettuce Lollo Rosso; rocket; oriental salad leaf 
mix; salad mixed leaves. These were sown every 
three weeks in small pots and transferred into a 
trough when big enough. Also, in medium size pots I 
had Parsel (leaf celery), garlic chives, parsley, and 
ordinary chives. The trough and pots were placed 
outside the back door for convenience. 

It would be good to hear from garden members how 
your garden faired in both vegetable and flower. Did 
you try something new or have you only a small patio 
with pots? Do you have a favourite bulb, a favourite 
cut flower? It could be something you have had for 
years. My wife has a Christmas cactus left to her 
when her grandfather passed away. It is reported to 
be 100 years old. If you have moved house, did you 
inherit a beautiful garden? We would all like to 
know. Lockdown seems to be with us for a while, 
interesting reading passes the time.  

Somebody said to me the other day: What goes up a 
chimney down, but can’t go down a chimney up?  
That’s got you thinking! 

Seasonal activities . . . . 
All areas, as crops finish, can be cleared. Fork over 
and leave rough for the frost to break down, weather 
permitting. Look over all stored vegetables, onions 
especially: if one rots the others will, if touching. 
Yellowing leaves on brassicas should be removed. 
Cut back all strawberry plants so removing diseased 
leaves. Cut down Jerusalem artichoke tops to about 
one foot; this helps with lifting out of ground for use. 
Keep all remaining winter vegetables weed free. Cut 
out fruited canes on tayberries, loganberries, and 
blackberries and tie in new. 
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Keith’s choice fruit . . . . 
Fig var. Panachee: 
a most attractive 
and unusual fig 
worth finding a 
spot for. This 
variety has 
attractive green 
and creamy-yellow 
striped fruits, 
giving it its 
distinctive name 
of the tiger fig. Its sweet red flesh has a similar taste 
to strawberries. Remember when planting a fig, its 
roots need to be restricted: a large container would 
be best in a sunny position. I have grown the variety 
brown turkey with no pest or disease problems.  

 

No fruit nightmares . . . .  
Fig leaf spot:  a fungal disease: brown or grey circular 
spots are found on the leaves which can eventually 
kill the leaf but not in all cases. Remove affected 
leaves to stop spread; fallen leaves should be 
removed and disposed of (not composted). Spray 
early before leaves appear with a good fungicide, 
spray again a few weeks later. This disease does not 
affect the health of the plant or production but can 
look unsightly. I have to say I have had a fig for 
several years without this problem.  

Some vegetables to enjoy in Nov/Dec 

Leeks, parsnips, swedes, turnips, Brussels sprouts, savoy 
cabbage, Jerusalem  artichokes, spinach, Swiss chard, curly kale.  

From store:  onions, carrots, potatoes, shallots, marrow. 

From the garden if mild weather:  carrots, spring onion, 
beetroot, salad leaves. 

From the freezer if stored:  dwarf French beans, runner beans, 
broad beans, sweet corn, peas, carrots, green sprouting broccoli.  

 

 

Tales from Derek . . . . 

The Humble Garden Roller 

When I was young most gardens had a lawn and a 
roller. There were lots of ‘Practical’ magazines with 
projects for everything from repairing radios to 
making garden furniture.  Out of this came the ‘I 
made it myself’ concrete garden roller. 

The Jumbo Roller 

I was still young when I was an engineer soldier in 
North Africa. One day I was asked to make a roller for 
a Polo field.  

 

 

I ‘acquired’* ten aircraft wheels, but only needed 
nine; I assembled five on the rear axle and four on 
the front, the steering axle, so that when the roller 

moved, the wheels ‘overlapped’. The actual roller 
was just over 14 ft wide and the way the wheels 
were set, it left the ground absolutely flat and 
smooth.  It had a large flat body as my original 
thoughts were we might need to add weight by 
putting a water tank on the top – this was not 
needed. I welded on a towing arm for a land Rover 
and away it went.  

 

                      

                                                                                

                                                                               Derek 

  

Assembling the wheels 
I am standing on the left 
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HELP!  Your questions answered by resident expert, Keith 

Please send your queries and problems to: info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk  
 

 

Q As a gardener of many, many years, I am perplexed as to why my tomatoes have developed a yellow tinged 
colour around the top of the fruit, with the flesh appearing very pale and less than juicy.  Plants are grown 
in the greenhouse in large black tubs using a proprietary grow-bag mix as compost, watered daily and fed 
weekly.  The fruit affected are Alicante and Moneymaker.  Sun Gold and Gardeners’ Delight grown in 
exactly the same compost and conditions continue to thrive.  As in the past, I raised the plants from new 
seed; interestingly, a neighbour has experienced a similar problem.    Also, some fruits are going soft on the 
plant while being reluctant to leave the plant!  Can we blame this summer’s intense heat, or is the problem 
more complex. 

A Sounds to me as if you have a physiological disorder (I had to put my teeth back in for that one). This 
covers a multitude of problems – blossom end rot, catfacing (misshapen and scarred), growth cracks, 
sunscald, yellow shoulder, adventitious roots (tomato forms roots along stem with high humidity) and 
chemical injury. The two tomatoes, Alicante and Moneymaker, that you mentioned, along with Ailsa Craig, 
are the three toms I stopped growing many years ago because of the above problems. Saying that, 
thousands of people grow these varieties with no problems whatsoever, not for me though. The yellow 
tinge around the top could be yellow shoulder. When ripening is slow, chlorophyll is slow to break down as 
ripening occurs; it could affect the entire shoulder of the tomato or a small patch. High temperature can 
cause this. I recommend good shading in very hot sunny weather. A physiological disorder can affect many 
plants. They can get the problem during pollination or from contaminated ground. Good gardening can 
prevent some of this problem: good ventilation, sterilized soil, adequate shading in sunny weather. You 
don’t say if this problem is every year: it could be, as you said, due to high temperature in the greenhouse. 
If this is a yearly problem, change your tomato variety, there are some very good ones out there. 

 

Q Can you explain why my runner beans seem to mature , then go tough and stringy , within days? 

A Runner beans have been a problem for me these last few years: between you and me, I am not growing 
them next year. As you say, they seem to go stringy very quickly. I have noticed over the last 10 years that 
autumn seems to start in August, temperatures at night can sometimes be quite chilly. To get over this 
problem, in the last 5 years I have grown the climbing French bean ‘purple podded’; it does not go stringy 
and crops well. 

 

Q I grew my Cavolo nero under insect nets but something has still 
got in and eaten the leaves.  Can you tell me what it is, and if 
there is any effective organic method of control? 

A Nero Di Toscana – glad I am not the only one growing this 
variety. Ah yes, glad you are covering this with fine netting, 
aphids are such a problem. Can you guess what I found on my 
Toscana, cabbage and green sprouting broccoli doing exactly 
what you said, making holes – too many to count of tiny snails. 
You did not say if you applied slug bait; if it’s under the netting 
the birds will not get to it and the bait disintegrates over time. 
It is possible the odd aphid got under the netting, hence the white area, it is near impossible to keep them 
all out. I had a similar problem this year. I am in my vegetable garden everyday – things were disappearing. 
That’s what happens when you have three married daughters. 

 

mailto:info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk
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Christmas decorations . . . . 

Margaret Bayliss shows us how to make beautiful decorations using simple materials and leaves from the garden. 

 

POTATO WREATH You will need a medium-sized round or oval potato, a meat 
skewer for making holes, stub wires for a handle, foil wrap, 
evergreen foliage of choice (laurel, rosemary, ivy, bay, holly, 
privet, conifers, choisya etc). 

Cut a slice off the back of the potato. Take a piece of foil large 
enough to cover the potato & place it on a flat surface, shiny side 
up. Put the potato on the foil, rounded side (front) down, and 
wrap it tightly in the foil.  

 

 

For a wreath, make a handle by twisting together stub wires. Push 
them into the back of the potato at one end. 

Using the skewer, make holes around the edge of the potato and 
start to insert pieces of foliage. Make further holes and insert 
foliage and ribbons, working towards the centre of the potato and 
ensuring that no foil is visible. 

 

The finished decoration. 

This example uses five different types of foliage. 

The decoration will keep for at least two months if left outside. 
The moisture in the potato is enough to keep the green foliage in 
good condition. 

  

CHRISTMAS CRACKER You will need a piece of plastic downpipe about 9 inches (225mm) 
long and 3 inches (70mm) diameter, a small plastic pot (approx. 3 
inches/70mm deep x 2 inches/50mm diameter), a piece of wood 
to form a base, two  empty tins, material to cover the cracker and 
glue. 

Cut a hole in the plastic pipe the size of the plastic pot. 

 

 Assemble the pieces with the plastic pot inserted into the pipe. 
This will act as a container for fresh or silk flowers and foliage. 

 

Cover the wooden base, pipe and tins with festive material and, if 
you like, silver mesh, attaching with the glue. Cut a hole for the 
plastic pot. 
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The finished decoration, filled with artificial flowers and foliage, 
making a dazzling centrepiece for the table.  

  

CHRISTMAS TREES You will need a polystyrene cone (this one is 10 inches high), seed 
heads, wool, pompoms etc. 

    

 

 

Malmesbury in Bloom 2020 . . . . 

By Piers Lavan of Hortico, who judged this year’s competition 

With all the isolation and social chaos we’ve seen in 
2020, Malmesbury Town Council managed to keep 
the Malmesbury in Bloom gardening competition 
going by allowing entry via 3 photographs. In a year 
when most people spent more time than ever in 
their gardens there were numerous entries and the 
standard was high. 

One of the main awards for the ‘Large Garden’ 
category, is the Perpetual Trophy sponsored by 
Malmesbury Gardening Club. The criterion for entry 
is a large garden of 10m x 10m or larger, so judging 
this award via photos meant I wanted to see a sense 

of scale, ideally a seating or paved area, well-tended 
lawn and a combination of plantings. I also love a bit 
of careful pruning or topiary. 

Without visiting the gardens it’s hard to judge the 
passion and effort that goes into the garden. I try not 
to give awards to people who either are, or employ, 
professional gardeners, but this year all that was 
taken away.  

Here are some of the entries: 

 

 

I liked the seat half-hidden in the herbaceous border 
and I am sure this garden is a haven for butterflies.  

 

This garden uses height well with a variety of shared 
fences. Classic use of ‘spot’ plant, composting, bird bath. 
Clearly hard work and well-loved.  
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I love the depth these steps provide and the layers of 
flat garden, fighting the hill! Great use of spreading and 
cascading plants between layers too. 

 

This is part of a huge garden surrounding Athelstan 
House. It has lots of defined areas, cared for by 
individual residents or with staff as group projects. The 
garden is fully a passion and has won the award in the 
past. 

 

 

 

This garden looks lovely but to my eye the previous 
owner did the work and some clear pruning is now 
required. But as I couldn’t actually visit, discuss and 
even advise, I only have the pictures to work with!  

 

Again, this was a contender. I know the deck chair was 
contrived and the sunshine on the poppies is amazing 
but a good photograph makes a difference. 

 

 

  

This was the winner. Beautiful lawn with an encompassed seating area. Pots in borders, well-managed topiary, tall 
perennials tucked behind structural planting. Lots of foliage colour and the photo peeping through the magnolia 
grandiflora, sunlight and all, swung it for me. 
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Judging MiB is always a pleasure. It is an honour to 
get personal tours of people’s private gardens and 
having to choose winners is challenging. Judging 
takes place on a single day and, as every gardener 
knows, that’s not fair on so many plants that are past 
their best or yet to reach their potential. As the judge 
I try to look at plant health, so a dead-headed but 
strong Arum lily will get a high score but also a dry 
and gone-to-seed 6-foot hollyhock will score 
maximum points because I know they must have 
been lovely a few weeks before! 

Who am I to judge? Well, there are certainly many 
better gardeners that me in and around Malmesbury. 
I’m a professional grower, horticultural agronomist 
and recently Master of Horticulture (RHS). I don’t 
think I could do what some of these MiB winners 
have done, but I certainly can appreciate their hard 
work. 

 

(All the garden owners have given permission to 
publish their photos.) 

 

SOME GARDEN CLUB REFLECTIONS . . . . 

A Hidden Gem . . . . 

In our last Newsletter we saw our friends in 
Ingram Street, Doreen and Terry wheeling barrow 
loads of top soil though their house, as they have 
no other access to their back garden, and you will 
remember they have no front garden, no footpath, 
just double yellow lines in front of their door. So in 
creating their back garden all the rubbish had to 
be taken out though the house as well. 

 

We could see from the display of baskets and 
troughs at the front of the house there was going 
to be something special at the back. 

After countless hours of hard work they had made 
a very nice garden. In fact a very, very nice garden.  

 

A neighbour who had seen the fruits of their 
labours suggested to Terry that he enter their 
garden in the Garden News magazine’s 
competition, and gave then an entry form. After a 
lot of doubts they sent off the requisite number of 
photographs to compete in the ‘Small Garden’ 
section. To their surprise and delight they had a 
visit from a Garden News photographer who told 
them they should be in the large garden class. 
Terry was not happy with this but was soon 
delighted when they won second prize. 

Encouraged by this success they created a patio 
garden, entered it in to the Patio Class in the 
magazine and won first prize! 

 

More tramping through the house, materials in, 
rubbish out, Terry and Doreen worked at new 
ideas and then decided to enter the ‘Large Garden’ 
competition.  
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All their efforts were rewarded when they were 
awarded the top prize, Best Garden and Terry was 
named ‘Champion Gardener’! 

 

What a reward for all their efforts under such 
difficulties to create a garden with their own 
hands to win a top national prize, with a garden at 
the back of a narrow street in the middle of 
Malmesbury. 

The main prize was a conducted tour of South 
Africa and they won a fine camera to record their 
wonderful holiday. 

Work on their garden never stops, Doreen 
suggests an architectural feature and Terry builds 
it, that’s just how all partnerships work. 

 

Now there is just a little bit more. . . . . . . . . .  

 

The Thompson & Morgan Catalogue  

If Terry was on Mastermind, his specialist subject 
would be the Thompson & Morgan Seed 
Catalogue 1999 to 2020. Terry knows every plant 
on every page. The only thing which might catch 
him out is the Postage & Packing costs, which he 
doesn’t need to know.  Now we hope you are 
sitting down. As well as winning the holiday to 
South Africa and the camera, Terry can choose one 
hundred pounds worth of garden plants from the 
T & M Catalogue, each year and every year for the 
rest of his life!  As he says, with a smile, he has had 
over £1,000 worth of plants so far! What a prize – 
it’s the sort of wish a little Leprechaun would give 
you when you let the wee fella out of the bottle!   

Our thanks to Terry and Doreen for sharing their 
garden with us.  

Derek 

 

The garden in spring . . . . 

Gail has sent us these photos from her garden to remind us of a lovely spring. The newts were in the strawberry 
bed! 
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The Demise of the Cheerful Flower. . . . 

Once upon a time in days of 
yesteryear large quantities of 
flowers were delivered to 
hospital wards to send good 
wishes and cheer up patients. 
Both men and women were 

given flowers, often picked from their own 
garden. 

The long nightingale wards were festooned with 
beautiful flowers of all shapes and colours. The 
vases were placed along the centre of the ward on 
top of great long dressers which were used as 
storage. The patients, staff and visitors all enjoyed 
the blooms. 

It was the job of nursing auxiliaries and junior 
student nurses to put the flowers in the sluice at 
night as it was considered that the flowers would 
deprive patients of oxygen during the night. 

Every morning after the ablutions, bed-making, 
dressings and medicines were completed, it was 
the job of junior student nurses and auxiliaries to 
renew the water and remove any dead blooms. 
Any vase with just red and white flowers had 
another colour secretly added to it. The 
superstition being someone would die if red and 
white flowers were left sitting on the ward. 

Not every patient had a visitor who delivered 
flowers. One charge nurse insisted every patient 
had a single bloom in a vase on their locker, so 
they were included with the blooms. 

The hawkeyed Matrons would do a daily ward 
inspection of the patients and the ward – that 

included the flowers. If ever her eyes spotted a 
wilted flower she would shout out ‘NURSE – there 
is a dead flower in that vase. Remove it NOW!’ 
The person, usually the most junior nurse, hurtled 
to get rid of the offending flower as quickly as 
possible. 

The flowers, both on male and female wards, 
opened conversations amongst the patients. They 
would talk about their colour, shape, smell, and 
often about the person who had brought or sent 
them and, if they were home grown, the tale of 
their growth. Beautiful sweet peas were brought 
in by the armful in the summer; their perfume was 
wonderful and filled the ward. 

 

 

Alas, today no one has the pleasure of looking at 
any blooms when they are patients in the hospital. 
I understand the risk of infection from the flowers 
and water is too high. 

How poignant but regrettably necessary in today’s 
modern times. 

Ellie 

 

Season’s Greetings! 
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RECIPES . . . . 

Chocolate & ginger refrigerator squares 

 

Ingredients 

300g ginger nut biscuits roughly crushed 
140g crystallised stem ginger finely chopped 
300g plain chocolate 
100g butter diced 
100g golden syrup 
 

Method 

1. Line a 20 x 30cm tin with baking parchment.  
2. Mix the biscuits with most of the ginger, then set aside.  Melt the chocolate, butter and golden 

syrup in a bowl set over a pan of simmering water, stirring occasionally, until smooth and glossy.  
Pour this over the biscuit and ginger mixture and mix together well. 

3. Tip the mixture into the prepared tin and sprinkle over the reserved ginger, then flatten the top 
lightly – it doesn’t need to be completely smooth.  Chill for at least 2 hrs, or overnight, before 
cutting into small squares. 

4. These squares will last in the fridge in an airtight container for a week, or freeze for up to a month.  
Keep them chilled until you pack them up to give away, so that they don’t melt while you’re 
transporting them. 

From Good Food team 

Ellie 

______________________________________ 
 

Cumberland rum butter 

Ingredients 

225 g butter at room temperature  
225g soft light brown sugar 
90ml dark rum, or to taste 
  

Method 

1. Beat the butter and sugar until soft, creamy and pale. 
2. Very gradually add the rum, beating to incorporate each addition 

before adding more.  If you are too hasty adding rum it may curdle. 
3. Spoon into covered jars or a dish. 
4. Chill for at least 1 hour. Will keep in the fridge for at least 4 weeks 

Louise 
 
  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/ginger-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/chocolate-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/butter-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/golden-syrup-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/author/goodfood
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Annual General Meeting Reports . . . . 

Chairperson’s report 

The Garden Club managed to successfully hold most of our talks for the year, missing only the April one 
as lockdown began in March.  The talks this year were very interesting and informative. Thank you, 
George, for arranging the program. 

The Plant Sale and Show did not take place, but the planning, booking and organisation had been 
completed.  Thank you, Derek, Graham and Ann. Thank you, Ron, for doing the Benching Cards which we 
shall use in 2021. 

Thank you, Louise, for planning our refreshments and delivering at the meetings. Thank you, Ann and 
Graham, who always get such lovely prizes for the raffle and sell tickets at the meeting. Thank you, 
Margaret, for always having the hall warm and ready for the meeting.  

Thank you, Gail, for doing the seed catalogues; and Sean for minding the pennies; and Pam who audits 
the books. 

Thank you, Keith, who already keeps us well informed with his gardening knowledge and for now also 
agreeing to answer questions in the Newsletter about our gardening problems.  

A special thank you to Derek and Alison for the fantastic work they have put into the Newsletter. Thank 
you to all the members who have contributed to the Newsletter with photos, stories, and recipes. The 
Newsletter is the only way we can reach out to members to say ‘Hi, we are still here’ so please keep the 
information coming, we all enjoy reading them. 

Ellie Church (Chairperson) 

 

Treasurer’s report 

This has been a difficult year for the Club. On the positive side we delivered all but one of our scheduled 
talks at Charlton Village Hall. 

Unfortunately, our Annual Plant Sale had to be cancelled. This is one of our two sources of net income. 

Subscription, at £456.00 was a disappointment. 

Although the Show was cancelled, we incurred expenses of £164.99 in preparatory work. We may be 
able to negotiate a refund on the fee for the hire of the Hall. 

Our total expenditure was £1204.80 and income 584.61. We made a net “loss” of £619.61. This is less 
than last year when we had a full programme and recorded a “loss” of £622.82.  

Our main means of communicating with our members has been the Newsletter. We have made great 
efforts to expand the content; hard copies have been printed in colour; a Gardeners Question Time has 
been introduced. Due to the Covid restrictions, hand delivering Newsletters ceased and copies were 
posted. Many members have contributed to this and they will doubtless be referred to elsewhere. As 
Treasurer I was heartened to see that the cost was less than last year! 

On a positive note we are still financially in a strong position. We have net liquid (cash) assets of 
£9,458.39. 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

SUBSCRIPTION NEWS FOR 2021 

We have decided that Garden Club members who have paid their subscriptions for this year  
will not be asked to pay again in 2021. 

Sean O'Shea (Treasurer) 

 


